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The Facts: Domestic Violence in West Virginia  

 
 
FACT: On any given day, licensed domestic violence programs in West Virginia 

provide services to over 600 women, children and men.  
Source: Domestic Violence Counts 2008: A 24-hour census of domestic violence shelter and 
services across the United States, National Network to End Domestic Violence, 2008. 

 
FACT: Every 7 minutes, a call is made to a domestic violence hotline in West 

Virginia.  
Source: Domestic Violence Counts 2008: A 24-hour census of domestic violence shelter and 
services across the United States, National Network to End Domestic Violence, 2008. 

 
FACT: Over 1/3 of homicides in West Virginia are related to domestic violence.  

Source: West Virginia Uniform Crime Report, West Virginia State Police. 
 
FACT: 14,779 domestic violence cases were filed in West Virginia Family Court in 

2007.  
Source: West Virginia Court System 2007 Annual Report, West Virginia Supreme Court of 
Appeals, 2007. 

 
FACT: Nearly half of all assaults in West Virginia are between family or household 

members.  
Source: West Virginia Uniform Crime Report, West Virginia State Police, 2006. 

 
FACT: Arrests in domestic violence incidents account for 62% of the total arrests 

from crimes against the person in West Virginia.  
Source: West Virginia Uniform Crime Report, West Virginia State Police, 2006. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Facts: Domestic Violence on the National Scale   

 
FACT: Nearly one in every four women are beaten or raped by a partner during 

adulthood.  
Source: U.S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice and Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Intimate Partner Violence: Findings From 
the National Violence Against Women Survey. Washington, DC. Tjaden, P., &Thoennes, N, July 
2000. 

 
FACT: Domestic violence accounts for 22% of the violent crimes experienced by 

women in the United States, and 3% of violent crimes against men.  
Source: Intimate Partner Violence, Washington DC, U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, 2000. 

   
FACT: Approximately 37% of women seeking injury-related treatment in hospital 

emergency rooms were there because of injuries inflicted by a current or 
former spouse/partner.  
Source: Rand, M. Violence-Related Injuries Treated in Hospital Emergency Room Departments 5, 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1997. 

  
FACT: Approximately 50%of the men who frequently assaulted their wives also 

indicated that they frequently abused their children.  
Source: Strauss, M.A., and Gelles, R., Physical Violence in American Families, 1996. 

 
FACT: 1 in 5 teens who have been in a serious relationship have been hit, slapped, 

or pushed by a boyfriend or girlfriend.  
Source: Liz Claiborne, Inc. Teen Relationship Abuse Survey, 2006. 

 
 
Additional fact sheets may be found at the following links: 
• Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Fact Sheet  
• The Impact of the Economy on Domestic Violence  
• Intimate Partner Violence Fact Sheet  
• Facts About Teen Dating Violence  
• 10 Things Men Can Do to End Men’s Violence Against Women 

 
About the West Virginia Coalition Against Domestic Violence (WVCADV): 
The West Virginia Coalition Against Domestic Violence is committed to the elimination of personal 
and institutional violence against women, children, and men. By developing a strong network of 
shared resources and support, WVCADV provides safe space and quality service for victims of 
domestic violence, and works for systemic change to assure families' options for building lives free 
from violence.  
 
About West Virginia’s licensed domestic violence programs:  
WVCADV consists of a network of fourteen licensed domestic violence programs that provide 
direct services to victims and their children in all of West Virginia’s 55 counties. On any given day, 
over 600 women, children and men receive assistance from licensed domestic violence programs 
in West Virginia. Services can be accessed 24 hours a day by contacting the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE. 


